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\JMTKD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDEBAL BUREAU OF, INVESTIGATION | 



VTASUIMCTON, D.c. 20 S 3 S 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 



— -* James Earl Ray, wanted In connection with the 

assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was returned to 

’ • 

,r. the United States today according to an announcement by Attorney 

, ) 

General Ramsey Clark. 

r < ■ 

T" FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover said that British 

■ authorities released Ray at today to the custody of FBI 

Agents. Ray was Immediately placed aboard a U. 6. Air Force • 

• plane which proceeded nonstop to the Memphis Naval Air Station, 
Memphis, Tennessee. Upon arrival in Memphis, FBI Agents released . 

. . _ Ray to the custody of the Shelby County Sheriff's Office. 

Mr. Hoover explained that Ray, due to his failure to 
*•- appeal a British court ruling that he be extradited to the U.S. , had, In * 
effect, waived further Judicial proceedings In Great Britain. Mr. Hoover 



- 



said that the extradition proceedings In Great Britain had been based on 

I — 

«^a first degree murder indictment which was returned by the Shelby County 
Grand Jury in Memphis on May 7, 1968, and on his escape f^om the 

I ■ 

Mls»>url State PealtentUi? it Jeffereon City, MIeeourt, In AprU, 1967. 
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Mr . Hoover further advised that Ray will be held 
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injustody-ia Memphis pending prosecutive action by local authorities.' •* 





